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Filled
Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River.
He was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where he was tempted
by the devil for forty days. Jesus ate nothing all that time and
became very hungry.

T

Luke 4:1–2 nlt

he enemy circles around Jesus. He isn’t after just the person,

but the position of Messiah. He’s poised to wage a colossal battle.
He’s poised to lead Jesus away from his mission.
Jesus brims with power. He walked into the wilderness filled, his
Source his heavenly Father. Though this battle will last for forty long
days, Jesus carries truth as his weapon and faith
as his shield.
Come With Me
He already sees the enemy as defeated, his
I have already won
plans in disarray.
the battle. You are not
battling for victory, but
Let’s not be surprised when the tempter seeks
from a place of victory.
to distract us. Those feelings are real, but so is the
power that lives on the inside.
Not only does Jesus understand our conflict, but the Holy Spirit rattles
temptation with truth and strength. That battle we face isn’t merely a
person or a circumstance, but a move to distract us from our purpose.
We stand equipped, for no temptation is greater than our God.

Push Out Deeper: Luke 4:1–14; James 4:7; Hebrews 4:15; Deuteronomy 8:3
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Hungry
The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone
to become bread.”
Luke 4:3 niv

J

esus’ stomachcaves in with hunger. He doesn’t have to be in the

wilderness. With one word, the stones at Jesus’ feet could be turned
to bread, but he stands firm.
The adversary taunts Jesus.
You don’t have to be hungry. Take things into your own hands.
Jesus faces the enemy head-on, declaring that obedience to his Father
is greater than satisfying a right-now hunger.
He refuses to be deceived by one who cares
less
about him and more about the destruction
Come With Me
of his soul.
When tempted, remind
We have all heard that voice of enticement. It
the enemy—and
calls us to compromise or fulfill an instant longing
yourself—that you
are incredibly loved
that takes us from the will of God.
and made for more.
It demands that we take things into our own
hands and strip them from God’s.
We are not alone in this battle. Our heavenly Father is aware of our
needs, far beyond the right now. He will help us overcome temptation
to walk into our destiny. Our Father promises to lift us above temporary
desires to discover lasting transformation.

Push Out Deeper: Luke 4:3; Luke 12:31; 1 John 2:14; 1 Peter 5:8
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More Than a Carpenter
“If you worship me, it will all be yours.”

A

Luke 4:7 niv

s the testin the wilderness winds down, Satan has one more

trick. He waves his hand over the kingdom to show Jesus lights,
power, and earthly glory. He claims ownership of it all.
Perhaps he thinks the son of a carpenter will be dazzled by this offer
of prominence and possessions. But Jesus is more
than a carpenter’s son. He’s the Son of God. NothCome With Me
ing on earth compares to the splendor of eternity.
There
is nothing here on
When tempted, we remind the enemy of who
earth that compares to
we are. We are adopted and grafted into the family
the treasure of what I
tree as a beloved child of God.
have already given you.
There is no alluring display or temptation
greater than our identity as his.
We were liberated by Jesus, the price his own life. We won’t be drawn
into slavery of any kind, for we have been redeemed and called his own.

Push Out Deeper: Luke 4:7–8; Ephesians 6:10; Galatians 4:4–5; Romans 8:16–17
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Sent
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to
bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that
captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed
will be set free.”

I

Luke 4:18 nlt

t’s traditionto read the words of the law and the prophets in the

synagogue. On this day Jesus takes the scrolls and reads a text from
Isaiah, the prophet. The crowd is shocked at Jesus’ message.
I was sent to restore any whose spirit is impoverished and empty.
I was sent to release the chains of the past and words that leave a mark.
I was sent to open the eyes of the blind.
I was sent to heal the brokenhearted and put
the pieces back together again.
Come With Me
The crowd is unsure of Jesus’ words, but someI was sent to, and for,
times we are just as unclear.
you. Open your eyes to
Jesus was sent for you and me.
that truth, for it has the
When we grasp these promises as true, we are
power to liberate you.
mended, unchained, loosed, and set free.
Savior, you were sent to us and we don’t take
that lightly. We open the door and welcome you in to every part of our
broken lives. Make yourself at home in us.

Push Out Deeper: Luke 4:15–20; Isaiah 61:1; John 3:16–17; 2 Corinthians 3:17
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You Are Wanted
Then Jesus added, “I can guarantee this truth: A prophet isn’t
accepted in his hometown.”

J

Luke 4:24 gw

esus searches for those who believe, and that leads him to the

broken, the desperate, the spiritually empty. They cry out, “Fill me,
Jesus. Open my blinded eyes. Heal my shattered soul.” They clamor for his
gift, while mockers and doubters in his hometown
fail to welcome or appreciate him.
Come With Me
They presume to be well, but they are desperI
seek to live at home
ately sin-sick.
within you and make
They pretend to have all the answers, even as
my presence known.
they ignore that Jesus is the answer.
Jesus seeks a welcoming place to abide. What
is our response? There are no high walls and no tests to pass.
We don’t have to wait until we are ready, because he is ready.
Jesus makes himself welcome in each of us as he finds an open heart.
When we welcome him, we tell him he is wanted. We become a
dwelling place for his presence and healing touch.

Push Out Deeper: Luke 4:24–27; Romans 5:6; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Hebrews 3:6
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